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Topic: The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

Subtopic:  An invitation that calls for a response 

 

In Matthew’s Gospel today, Jesus tells a parable about a king who 

prepares a wedding feast for his son and sends servants to invite guests. 

The feast is lavish, the invitation clear, and yet the responses are mixed—

indifference, distraction, violence, and finally, a surprising welcome to 

those the world would not expect. 

This parable presses into the heart of our discipleship. It asks who 

we are when God offers abundance, and what it looks like to come to the 

table clothed in the life God gives. The scene is meant to evoke joy, 

community, and celebration—the very heart of God’s intention for each 

of us.  

And yet the guests refuse to come. Some ignore the invitation 

because they are busy with their farms and businesses. Others respond 

with violence toward the King’s messengers, mistreating them and killing 

them. The King was rightly enraged, but quickly turned his attention to 

widening the circle: he sent his servants into the streets to bring in anyone 

they could find, both good and bad. Finally, when the King inspects the 

guests, he finds one without a wedding garment and removes him. 

This parable is not a riddle to solve and shelve. It is a mirror held up 

to the human heart. It asks us to consider how we respond when God 

offers abundance, and what it means to be ready and clothed for the feast. 

The Invitation 

First, notice the invitation’s character. This is no ordinary meal but 

a royal banquet overflowing with abundance and joy. The prophet Isaiah 

envisions the same generosity when he speaks of “a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wine.” The psalmist adds another layer of grace, 

declaring that the Lord prepares a table even in the presence of our 

enemies. God’s hospitality is never hesitant or reluctant. It is lavish, 

public, and persistent. He delights in gathering people to His table. 
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Psalm 23 adds tenderness: the Lord prepares a table in the presence 

of enemies. God’s hospitality is not tentative. It is generous, public, and 

persistent. 

That generous invitation lies at the heart of the gospel. God has 

prepared a place for us and calls us to come. The invitation is not a 

reward for the worthy but a gift of grace for the undeserving. It welcomes 

us into life, fellowship, and the joy of God’s kingdom. Through the 

prophet Jeremiah, God assures His people. “For I know the plans I have 

for you, …plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”1 The God who invites us to the banquet is the same 

God whose purposes are marked by mercy, hope, and blessing. 

The Refusal 

Second, the parable shows how people refuse. Some are distracted 

by ordinary obligations. Others are hostile. Both responses reveal a 

common problem: we can prefer lesser goods to the good that God 

offers. 

The people who go off to their farms and businesses are not 

necessarily evil. They are occupied. They are absorbed in what seems 

urgent and necessary. The parable warns us that the things that sustain 

life—work, family, responsibility—can become idols when they crowd 

out God’s invitation. The hymn-writer Isaac Watts called them “all the 

vain things that charm me most.” They are not wrong in themselves, but 

they can become the reason we miss the feast. 

Then there is the more disturbing response: violence against the 

messengers. This hostility shows how some feel threatened by the claim 

of God’s kingdom. When God’s invitation calls into question our own 

power, privilege, or control, some will resist fiercely. The parable does 

not flinch from that reality. 

 
1 Jeremiah 29:11 
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The Garment 

Finally, consider the wedding garment. At a royal feast, the host 

himself would give guests garments. The garment was a gift, an 

expression of the King’s welcome and hospitality. The man who appears 

without it has rejected that gift. When questioned, he stands silent before 

the King. He cannot claim ignorance or lack of opportunity. He has 

accepted the invitation but refused the grace that accompanied it. 

What, then, does the wedding garment represent for us? Scripture 

offers a rich and consistent answer. The garment is God’s gracious gift, 

not something we weave for ourselves. Isaiah rejoices that God has 

“clothed me with the garments of salvation and covered me with the robe 

of righteousness.”2 Paul echoes this truth when he longs to be found in 

Christ, not relying on “…a righteousness of his own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes by faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith.”3 In Revelation, the saints stand before God’s 

throne in white robes, garments washed and made white in the blood of 

the Lamb.4 Together, these images remind us that the garment represents 

being clothed with Christ, his grace, his righteousness, and his saving 

work on our behalf. Yet this gift also transforms the way we live. As Paul 

writes to the Colossians, those who belong to Christ are to clothe 

themselves with “…compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 

patience, and bearing with one another in love.5 

So the garment is not a badge of moral superiority. It is the life of 

Christ lived in us—a life of love and transformed action. To come to 

the feast without the garment is to come as one who refuses to be 

changed. The feast is not merely a place to be seen; it is a place to be 

made new. 

 
2 Isaiah 61:10 
3 Philippians 3:9 
4 Revelation 7:14 
5 Colossians 3:12 
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So if God has prepared a feast, how do we show up? 

First, we show up with attention. The first obstacle to accepting God’s 

invitation is distraction. Like the guests who were too busy with their own 

affairs, we can become so occupied with the demands of life that we miss 

the presence of the One who calls us. Attentiveness is a spiritual 

discipline. Through prayer, worship, and the practice of Sabbath, we learn 

to recognize God’s daily invitations and respond with open hearts. 

Finally, do what it takes to keep the celebration alive. God’s kingdom 

is not a banquet we attend for a single evening; it is a feast in which we 

are invited to live every day. Paul’s command to “Rejoice in the Lord 

always”6 is an invitation to cultivate habits that sustain holy joy. We do 

that by encouraging one another and working towards unity, turning our 

worries into prayers, giving thanks in all circumstances, and filling our 

hearts with all that is true, noble, just, pure, and beautiful. In short, we 

keep the feast alive by living the kingdom life. As we do, the God of 

peace remains with us, and the joy of Christ becomes visible in us. 

Conclusion 

The King in the parable sends out one final message: “Everything is 

now ready.” The feast has been prepared, the table has been set, and the 

invitation has gone forth. God’s kingdom stands open before us as a gift 

of grace. We are invited to come, bringing neither our accomplishments 

nor our excuses, but simply ourselves. In Christ, we receive pardon for 

the past, strength for the present, and hope for the future. 

God’s hospitality is lavish, generous, and persistent. He continues to 

invite, to welcome, and to make room at his table. Our calling is to accept 

that invitation, to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ, and to extend 

the invitation to others. As the hymn writer beautifully expresses: 

 
6 Philippians 4:4 
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“When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be 

found; dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the 

throne.”7 

So let’s come ready and dressed for the occasion. Amen.  

Prayer:  Dear Lord, help us hear your voice calling us to come each day 

to the feast you have prepared. And help us put on the garments of 

salvation, which we are to adorn with deeds of love so that others, too, 

will want to come. Amen. 

Reflection Questions 

• What can you do this week to be dressed and ready for the 

occasion?  

 
7 The Solid Rock, Written by Edward Mote, Music aby William B. Bradbury 1863 


