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Grace Church Is Living  

The Victorious Life In Christ!   
By Ed Kelaher, Rector  

 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory  
through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

Living the victorious life sounds like something of accomplishment and 
achievement. Yet, it is exactly the opposite. It is a complete, glorious, gracious, 
unmerited, unearned, freely given, and love 
inspired gift from Jesus, by the will of God 
the Father, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit! When we hear the word victory, we rally around the notion that 
we have won something. The truth is that it is Christ who has fought 
the battle, won the victory, and has freely chosen to give that victory to 
us! Living the victorious life is something to be received and held 
preciously, not to be earned or in any way conquered. 
 

Grace Church is living the Victorious Life in Christ principally because 
we have surrendered ourselves to the power of the Holy Spirit, giving 
us the divine guidance and wisdom necessary to live holy and loving 

lives for those around us. We are praying, serving, feeding, 
worshipping, studying, giving, sacrificing, and loving as much as we 
ever have before. To see the true gospel industry of the church lived 
out day by day among our people is something divine and humbling to 
behold. It is a holiness and a goodness that can come only from Jesus 
as he courses through our veins and lives through us to love those we 
encounter. 
 

Of course, there are times when we fail to love as we should. God 
understands and forgives our shortcomings and uses them to 
strengthen us, to teach us, and to redirect us. It cannot be lost upon us 

though, that our faithful people have by and large given themselves over in 
Christ-like sacrifice, surrender, generosity, and love for one another and for 
those beyond our walls. 
 

Grace Church is living the Victorious Life in Christ by our being transformed 
into the likeness of Jesus more and more each day, week, month, and year. 
This is true for us as a congregation and as individual believers. I have spoken 
before how we should be able to recognize holier, sanctified, and anointed 
differences in ourselves as we strive to be like Jesus. Always remember the 
Identity shattering words of the Apostle Paul, “I am crucified with Christ, 
therefore I no longer live. Jesus Christ lives in me.” Galatians 2:20  This truth 
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The Rev. Edward T. Kelaher, Rector 
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https://gracelexingtonnc.org/  
 

Sunday Services: 
10:30 a.m. in the church and live- 
streamed on Facebook and YouTube 
 

9:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages 
Adults only during the summer months 
 

-Wednesday Noon Prayer Service in 
the historic chapel- 

First Wednesday of every month  
Includes a Rite 1 Eucharist service. 

Everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world.  

And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.  

Who is it that overcomes the world 
except the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God?  
1 John 5:4-5 

mailto:gracechurch@gracelexingtonnc.org
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teaches us that it isn't merely a matter of adding Christ to our lives, but instead a matter of eradicating and 
spiritually crucifying and obliterating our old selves so that he can 
fully and totally live in us and through us. An actual change of identity 
takes place where we no longer believe, act, think, or love as we did 
before! We truly become new people in Christ. This is a far more 
radical and consciousness-changing metamorphosis than anything we 
ever might have been thinking on our own. 
 

In the short time that Patty and I have been a part of this precious 
and extraordinarily loving church family, we have witnessed and 
heard the 

testimonies of so many who have grown in their faith and 
who are now serving to strengthen others. Grace Church is 
evermore a people of prayer, not only in our Noon 
Wednesday Prayer Service but throughout all the days of 
the week in our homes and hearts. We are ever more living 
by faith and under the promises of God, trusting in our 
Lord's power far more than our human strength and 
resources. We are ever more a people of God's Holy Spirit. 
 

Now here might be the greatest take away and illustration 
for those who cannot wrap their heads around the notion 
that a victorious life is for them because of their hardships and realities. Living the Victorious Life in Christ 
comes from our full acceptance of everything God is giving us and recognizing that we live in triumph because 

of Jesus no matter what our circumstances might be!  You might 
say I don't feel like my life is victorious or a triumph in any way. I 
am lonely, homeless, near bankruptcy, suffering from depression, 
in bad relationships with my family members and others, living 
under a terminal medical diagnosis, looking back on a career of 
failed or mediocre employment experiences, mourning the loss of 
loved ones, and more. The good news is that none of this, nor all of 
this, is any impediment to the Victorious Life in Christ! In fact, it is 
for you more specially than perhaps many others that Jesus comes 
to bring the joy and glory you seem to be lacking. Our 
circumstances and 
even our most 

oppressive situations in no way prevent the victorious life or 
even diminish it. Even in the face of death itself, victory is 
certain, joy is overflowing, and eternity is our assurance in our 
Savior! 
 

Never forget that it is never our victory but always Jesus’s 
victory that makes us triumphant! If we have achieved 
something, that is only because of his favor and grace. If we 

“The Lord said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in your 

weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, 

then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

(continued) 
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have lost something, that is something to be remedied, restored, 
and redeemed only in him. No matter what we think is acute or 
affecting our lives, it is never ever about us. It is never about me. 
It is never about you. It is only and always about him. And there is 
no exception to this. Even the matter of our precious salvation 
and our facing a final judgment is not about us, but about him. 
And, believe me, that is extraordinarily good news. It is good 
news because the goodness, holiness, grace, and love of Jesus 
place us in positions of mercy, forgiveness, and grace that we 
would never be able to give to ourselves, much less to others 
around us. Leaving everything in his hands is sweet holiness and 
goodness beyond all description and articulation. 

 

 

Ultimately, living the Victorious Life in Christ means embracing the overarching 
truth of the Good Friday death and Easter morning resurrection of Jesus.  
For it is by these mighty works of salvation that we gain eternal victory  

because he loves us that much. 
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J2A News 

The youth would like to thank the congregation for 
their continued support of our program.  

Hadley, Ward, Anderson, Jack, Fisher, and Cooper 
(when he is home on school break) continue to meet 
Sunday evenings. 

We will gather to celebrate Friendsgiving on 
November 23rd. On December 7th we will shop for 
Pastor’s Pantry, loading grocery carts with 
nonperishable items in a friendly competition 
amongst the teens; this is an annual event and 
always a fun way to start the holiday season. 

That afternoon we will attend Hadley’s Christmas 
concert with the School of the Arts at Home 
Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, followed by 
dinner. 

We are adopting a child from the Foster Elves 
program and will shop for a foster child and wrap 
the gifts before delivering them to Santa’s workshop. 

Our group will do a presentation on their pilgrimage 
during Adult Forum on Sunday, December 21st. We 
hope you will join us to hear about our week in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. The youth will be 
hosting social hour that Sunday as well. 

In January we will begin preparing for Confirmation 
which is scheduled with the Bishop’s visit on Sunday 
March 1st.  

Sims, Cathy, Staley, Will and Lois 



Page 6 The GraceVine - November/December 2025 

From the Senior Warden 

“Hold Steadfast” 
 

I have always been fascinated with palm trees. If you 
ask any of my college roommates, they will tell you 
palm trees were a prominent theme in the decor of 
my dorm rooms and apartments.  Initially, I loved 
them because they were different from anything we 
had in West Texas and they represented sunshine, 
happiness, and fun times spent on the beach.  After 
college, I spent most of my twenties living in Florida 
and I began to see another side of the trees I loved 
so much.   
 

Palm trees are strong and incredibly resilient in the 
face of powerful storms.  I was reminded of this 
while watching news coverage on Hurricane Melissa 
last month.  What caught my attention the most 
wasn’t the destruction of a category 5 hurricane, but 
what was left standing in Melissa’s wake - the palm 
trees.  I couldn’t help but draw some parallels 
between that storm and the storm our congregation 
has been facing since Father Ed’s diagnosis.   
 

As we navigate this season, I believe the palm tree 
has much to teach us about how we can weather 
this storm together.  Our strength, like that of a palm 
tree, lies in our roots and in our ability to remain 
flexible when the winds are blowing all around us.  I 

have already seen this in action in our Grace 
community over the past month. We have remained 
rooted in our faith, in our love for one another, and 
in our trust in God’s plan.  We have been flexible, 
changing direction last minute, welcoming new faces 
at the altar, and shifting responsibilities when 
needed.  We have a congregation full of loving, 
talented individuals and I am so grateful for the 
ideas and help that has been offered as we navigate 
these uncharted waters.  I certainly never imagined 
facing a situation like this when I agreed to serve as 
Senior Warden.  Yet throughout the past month, I 
have been encouraged and uplifted by the support I 
have received from members of our congregation 
and the diocese.   
 

As Father Ed continues his treatment, I ask that you 
all continue to be flexible.  We may need to do some 
things differently for a time, but this season will not 
last forever. Stay rooted in your faith, continue to 
love one another and trust in God’s 
plan for Father Ed and for our 
church.  We will get through this 
storm as a graceful grove of palm 
trees, standing tall and steadfast on 
the other side.  
 

Leslie Sheets, Senior Warden 

Dinner Group Signups 

Grace Dinner Groups consist of people of all ages 
who would like to be in a dinner/lunch/brunch/fun 
group that gathers 6-8 times a year for fun and 
fellowship. Groups can choose what they would like 
to do. Some prefer dinner at someone's home or at a 
restaurant. Others prefer a potluck meal for lunch, 
brunch etc. Or some may choose to do an activity 

together. This is a great way to meet new people 
and become better aquatinted with some people 
you already know. If you are interested in 
participating in a group, please email Marjorie 
Parker at mparker2349@yahoo.com by Dec. 1. New 
groups will begin meeting in Jan 2026. 

mailto:mparker2349@yahoo.com
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Making a Case for Grace 

As of Nov 6, 2025 we are half way 
through the campaign.  We are doing 
awesome as you can see by the figures 
below.  We mailed 104 cards last year 
and 66 pledged.  We mailed out 94 this 
year. We may not be at our goal  yet but 
we are gaining on it.   
 

I want to thank the stewardship group 
for their hard work. Thank you, thank 
you thank you—It takes a community.  It 
also takes a church congregation and we 
are an awesome congregation.  
 

If at all possible, if you have not sent in 
your pledge, please do so.  The finance 
group will be putting the finishing 
touches on the budget for next year this 
coming month.  If you haven’t received a 
pledge card, there are some in the 
narthex of the church or just give 
Maureen a call and she will mail you one.  
 

 If you are unable 
to pledge, please 
send in your card 
with a note.  As a 
note:  ONLY 
Maureen sees how 
much you pledge 
or not pledge.  No 
one else does.   
 

Again thanks to 
everyone. 
 

Lynn Meeks 
Treasurer 

Dear Grace Church, 
 

Thank you for a nurturing spiritual family that helped us raise our children in Lexington.  Cathy and I were medical school 
sweethearts who were looking for a place to settle after completing residency training.  We visited numerous sites 
throughout North Carolina and attended church at each of our interview locations.  Grace Episcopal Church stood out 
from the rest; welcoming, friendly, open minded, socially progressive, and liturgically strong.  The medical community 
was promising but Grace Church is the reason we chose Lexington.  We have never regretted that decision over the last 
33 years.  We are proud to be members of Grace and our church mission to make a difference in our community.  Our 
involvement in the J2A youth program over the last 28 years has been a passion for us; the youth have fed our spiritual 
souls and we hope that we have nurtured theirs.  Our missionary spirit compels us to give our time and talents to Grace; 
please join us through the stewardship campaign to make Grace the best it can be.  

God’s Peace, Sims and Cathy Riggan 
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The Grace Youth Group  
and friends attended Spooky Woods on 

Saturday, November 1st.   
They all had a great time, and several kids 

mentioned they were really spooked! 



A Social Concerns Moment of Gratitude 

Grace Episcopal Homeless Shelter meals, 2025-26 
 

For more years than anyone can remember (we can go 
back 30), Grace and other Lexington churches have 
provided a hot meal one day a month to residents of 
the Crisis Ministry Homeless Shelter. The assignment is 
simple: provide a hot meal for around 60 people and 
bring it to the shelter. Stay and serve if you’d like to 
visit with residents and give them a chance to thank 
you and share some of their lives. It’s the longevity and 
dedication that has made this ministry unique.  
 

Some on the list have been providing meals since the 
beginning. Others have joined as original team 
members have retired or moved on. Grace Episcopal’s 
assigned day is the first Monday of every month. Over 
the years, we’ve served lasagnas, chicken pies, fried 
chicken, ham, hot dogs, beans, potatoes, bread, 
cookies, cakes, pies and much, much more to 50-60 
people each month.  This is perhaps one of the easiest 
and also one of the most rewarding ministries of 
Grace—and perhaps one of the longest-running 
outreach ministries of our church.  
 

Social Concerns Commission would like to thank all of 
the dedicated servers and all of those who have served 
in the past. Even though each month is “covered,” 
there is always opportunity to help, either with a 

monthly fill assignment or a last minute fill-in. Please 
let Barbara, Sandy, or Maureen know that you’re 
interested in helping, and you can become a part of 
this awesome ministry.   
 

But for now, please join us with a big THANK YOU for 
the Homeless Shelter meals providers:  
 

January—Beth and John Burke 
     Penny and John Taylor 
 

February—Sims and Cathy Riggan and J2A 
 

March—Sandy Reynolds 
   Barbara Presnell 
 

April— Staley Nance 
 Lisa Timberlake 
 Beth DeLapp 
 

May-September—High Rock Church 
 

October—Mary and Karl Bolstad 
      Pam Harvey 
      Chuck and Marilyn Taylor 
 

November—Kathy Johnson 
          Carol Jordan 
          Amy Suttle 
          Marcia Michaud-Patterson 
 

December—Christmas parade, no meal served 
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Adkins, Lou Parishioner 
Adkins, Mark Fred & Lou’s son 
Asebes, Ella B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter 
Belk, Jeannie Friend of Marjorie Parker 
Billings, Louise Carol Jordan’s mother 
Binnicker, Jean Friend of Penny Taylor 
Blalock, Tom Friend of Ed & Patty Kelaher 
Bolstad, Sissy Frances Garner’s sister-in-law 
Boyd, Judy Friend of Kathie Goodman 
Bralkowski, Mike Parishioner 
Brandon, Alice Leslie Sheets’ great niece 
Broch, Lynne Fran Moore’s sister 
Buckheit, Jack Tere Wagner’s grandson 
Burke, Gayle Parishioner 
Byers, Seraphina Mimi & Henry’s granddaughter 
Cleckley, Lynne Parishioner 
Clodfelter, Jim Joan’s son 
Clodfelter, Joan Parishioner 
Cook, Bob Former Rector 
Dixon, Susan Former Parishioner 
Ewbank, Renee Parishioner 
Farley, Cathy Friend of Patty & Ed 
Gallen, Jenny Friend of Teri Wagner 
Garland, Shana Friend of Talmadge Silversides 
Gowen, Angie Friend of Penny Taylor 
Griffin, Lilly Marjorie Parker’s great niece 
Grimes, Jane Parishioner 
Hall, Jimmy Wyvonne Robertson’s brother 
Hanna, George K. Everhart’s brother 
Harne, Semi Friend 
Hinkle, Nancy Talmadge’s sister-in-law 
Hinton, Jennifer & Michael Samantha Atkins’ parents 
Hodges, Chris Parishioner 
Holcomb, Bob Donna Wiederhold’s cousin 
Hunter, Kris Friend of Kathie Goodman 
Hutchins, Nancy Friend of Riggan family 
Jones, Andrew David Jones’ son 
Jones, Marlene Parishioner 
Kelaher, Ed Our Rector 
Kent, Ray Donna Wiederhold’s brother 
Lightfoot, Lisa Friend of Frances Garner 
Loyr, Lloyd Friend of Kathie Goodman 
MacKinstry, Warren Parishioner 
Mason, Debbie Pam Harvey’s sister-in-law 
McKenzie, Kate Kathy Young’s granddaughter 
McNeair, Charles  
Miller, Arnold Friend of Frances Garner 
Mott, Angela Elizabeth Purdy’s sister 
Painter, Debbie Penny Taylor’s cousin 
Peoples, Walker K & R Johnson’s grandson 
Plott, Gabby Friend of Judie Reed 
Rickert, Ellen Shannon Jones’ mother 
Rojas, Jacklynn M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter 
Sanabria, Lucas Ed & Patty’s grandson 
Santolla, Lynn Friend of M & T Parker 
Sheets, Suzy          Parishioner 
Shepherd, Lisa Neil’s sister 
Sills, Carol B. MacKinstry’s niece 
Silversides, Talmadge Parishioner 
Simmons, Morgan Friend of Staley Nance 

Prayer List 

Sink, Robin Parishioner 
Smith, Clyde Friend of Bill Herndon 
Smith, Martha Ellen Parishioner 
Stillwell, Jenny Hedrick Friend of Kathie Goodman 
Sean Sullivan Friend of M & L Cleckley 
Touchton, Jackie B. MacKinstry’s sister 
Tyndall, Brenda Friend of K. Everhart 
Van Dyke, Perry Grimes Friend  
Wallace, Sandy Joe’s brother 
Williams, Flynn B & B Gilleland’s grandson 
Wylie, Paul Friend of Logan Sheets 
Young, Charlotte Carolyn Wolfe’s sister 
 

Those while Traveling (or living abroad) 
Cameron Klass Martha Ellen’s granddaughter 
Julia Klass Martha Ellen’s granddaughter 
Josey Parker M & T Parker’s daughter 
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December Birthdays 

Dec 1 Jason Hayes 
Dec 1 Martha Ellen Smith 
Dec 5 Mary Matthews 
Dec 8 Shannon Jones 
Dec 12 Lyndon Briggs 
Dec 20 Owen Miller 

Dec 23 Carol Jordan 
Dec 25 Louie Cox 
Dec 25 Sam Harris 
Dec 29 Barry Wardle 
Dec 29 Fisher Welborn 
Dec 31 Claudia Russell 

January Birthdays 

Jan 1 Belvie Gilleland 
Jan 4 Mike Wagner 
Jan 8 Marissa Jones 
Jan 9 Penny Taylor 
Jan 11 Cameron Miller 
Jan 14 Pam Alley 

Jan 16 Eric Thomas 
Jan 21 Miles Cleckley 
Jan 24 Fred Adkins 
Jan 25 Mary Cameron Welborn 
Jan 26 Bebe Briggs 
Jan 30 Richard Wolfe 

February Birthdays 

Feb 1 Kathy Young 
Feb 2 Judie Reed 
Feb 3 Blair Allred 
Feb 21 Stella Cappel 
Feb 23 Kathy Johnson 

Feb 23 Logan Sheets 
Feb 23 David Thayer 
Feb 25 Tommy Black 
Feb 27 Belinda MacKinstry 
Feb 28 Kate Inabinett 

November Birthdays 

Nov 1 Bennie Wagner 
Nov 2 Suzy Sheets 
Nov 3 Evelyn Harris 
Nov 5 Gayle Burke 
Nov 14 Sidney Briggs 
Nov 19 Derek Jones 

Nov 20 Katherine Everhart 
Nov 22 Roberta Spencer 
Nov 28 Beth DeLapp 
Nov 29 Patricia Wardle 
Nov 30 Talmadge Silversides 
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Ministries Schedule 

Altar Guild November 2025:  Patty, Sally, Belvie, Kathie, Judie 

December 2025:  Pam, Mimi, Frances, Carol, Renee K., Peggy 

January 2026:  Patty, Sally, Belvie, Kathie, Judie 

February 2026:  Pam, Mimi, Frances, Carol, Renee K., Peggy 

March 2026:   Sandra, Linda, Marlene, Mary, Renee E. 

 

 

 

 

Vestry Person of the Month for November 2025:   Elizabeth Purdy 

Vestry Person of the Month for December 2025:   Karl Bolstad 

Vestry Person of the Month for January 2026:    Bright Carter 

The Grace Church Altar Guild is always looking for new and enthusiastic members! If you think 
you might be interested, please call Sandra Husted at 336-248-4934. 



November/December 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 
 

25 
 

26 27 
 

28 29 

30 1 December 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 2026  January 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

5:15 pm Dinner 
6:00 pm Epiphany 

Service in the Church 

6:30 pm  PH 
Vestry Meeting 

Remember, if you will be conducting a meeting at Grace Church, you need to contact the 
church office to reserve a space! Email Maureen at gracechurch@gracelexingtonnc.org 

 

5:00 pm Worship 

Church Office Closed 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am Parish Hall 

CR = Commons Room  
PH = Parish Hall 
UC =  Undercroft Undercroft Activities 

Parish Hall Activities 
Commons Room Activities 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

Church Office Closed 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

4:00 pm  CR 
Social Concerns 

10:30 Worship  

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

 

10:30 Worship 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

 

10:30 Worship - Rite 2 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

 

10:30 Worship  

 

10:30 Worship 

 

10:30 Worship  

4:30 pm  CR 
Social Concerns 
Comm. Meeting 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

 

10:30 Worship  

Church Office Closed 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

 

10:30 Worship - Rite 2 

12:00 pm Chapel 
Wednesday Noon Prayer 

 

Lexington 
Christmas 

Parade 

 

Tom’s Creek Nursery 
wreath-making 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am Parish Hall 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am Parish Hall 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am Parish Hall 

https://www.facebook.com/graceepiscopalchurchlexington

