Grace Episcopat Chunch

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21, 2024
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 a.m.

PRELUDE Partita on the Spanish Song ‘La Folia” - Bernardo Pasquini

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #518 (In the Blue Hymnal)

Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,
binding all the Church in one;

holy Zion’s help for ever,

and her confidence alone.

All that dedicated city,
dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation

pours perpetual melody;

God the One in Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.

355 OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ is made the sure foundation

To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of Hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy servants as they pray,
and thy fullest benediction

shed within its walls alway.

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee to gain;
what they gain from thee, for ever
with the blesséd to retain,

and hereafter in thy glory

evermore with thee to reign.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



GLORIA (Sung by all)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant ~ Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. .Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON Acts 4:5-12
Lector A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John,
and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners
stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. This Jesus is

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.'
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals
by which we must be saved."

- The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (in unison)

1 The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

¢ Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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THE EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24

Lector A reading from the first letter of John.

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother
or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn
us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

- The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN #664 (vv.1-2)  (In the Blue Hymnal) My Shepherd will supply my need

My Shepherd will supply my need,

Jehovah is his Name; The sure provisions of my God

in pastures fresh he makes me feed attend me all my days;

beside the living stream. oh, may thy house be mine abode

He brings my wandering spirit back and all my work be praise.

when I forsake his ways, There would I find a settled rest,

and leads me, for his mercy’s sake, while others go and come;

in paths of truth and grace. no more a stranger or a guest,
but like a child at home.

When I walk through the shades of death,
thy presence is my stay;

one word of thy supporting breath

drives all my fears away.

Thy hand, in sight of all my foes,

doth still my table spread;

my cup with blessings overflows,

thy oil anoints my head.

THE GOSPEL John 10:11-18

Celebrant ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away —and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away
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358

392

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.  must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because
I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this
command from my Father.”

- The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN #664 (v. 3)  (In the Blue Hymnal) My Shepherd will supply my need
THE SERMON The Reverend Ed Kelaher, Rector
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, in accordance with the Scriptures;
maker of heaven and earth, he ascended into heaven and is
of all that is, seen and unseen. seated at the right hand of the Father.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, He will come again in glory to judge the
the only Son of God, living and the dead,
eternally begotten of the Father, and his kingdom will have no end.
God from God, Light from Light, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
true God from true God, begotten, not made, giver of life,
of one Being with the Father. who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Through him all things were made. With the Father and the Son he is
For us and for our salvation worshiped and glorified.
he came down from heaven: He has spoken through the Prophets.
by the power of the Holy Spirit We believe in one holy catholic and
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, apostolic Church.
and was made man. We acknowledge one baptism for the
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius forgiveness of sins.
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
On the third day he rose again and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM V1)

The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; we pray for Joe our President, Roy our Governor,
Jason our Mayor, and John and Tommy our Councilmen;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
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For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Samuel and Jennifer our Bishops; and Ed our Priest; and all other
bishops and ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  Silence

We pray for all who are traveling, especially Cameron Klass, Julia Klass, Josey Parker, and Cole Riggan
and those with special needs:
Alisa Johnson, Cathy Mogge, Lou Adkins, Mark Adkins, Amanda Amon, Ella Asebes, Alice Brandon &
family, Susan Branscomb, Gayle Burke, Art Burkhart, Seraphina Byers, ]ean Campbell, Lynne Cleckley,
Melissa Clifton, John Clippard, Joan Clodfelter, Linda Clodfelter, Morgan Curia, Dan DiRenzo, Susan
Dixon, Kim Dube, Renee Ewbank, Cathy Farley, Jenny Gallen, Shana Garland, Jane Grimes, George
Hanna, Rob Hare, Kristen Harris, Nancy Hinkle, Chris Hodges, ]ahiya Huntley, Greg Hutchins, Chris
Kearley, Cara Lee, Warren MacKinstry, Liz Marr, Debbie Mason, Martha & Drew Mayse, Kate McKenzie,
Roan Mitchell, Dan & Fran Moore, Chocolate Myers, Howard Palmer, Gabby Plott, Libby Robert,
Jacklyn Rojas, Christine Ryals, Lucas Sanabria, Lynn Santolla, Suzy Sheets, Patty Short, Talmadge
Silversides, Martha Ellen Smith, Debbie Todd, ]ackie Touchton, Brenda Tyndall, Perry Grimes Van Dyke,
Flynn williams, Mary & Jay Williams, Paul Wylie, and Charlotte Young.

“ Are there others?”

Hear us, Lord;  For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; = Who put their trust in you.

The celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and
fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness,
but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  Silence
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Celebrant and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

Please stand if you are able

THE PEACE

Celebrant ~ The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (choir only) Christ, whose glory fills the skies - Rachel Aarons

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant ~ Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS (Sung by All)

(copyright permission not granted for online use)

©Bill Herndon 2024
The people may stand or kneel

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People ~ Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

8



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass against us.
hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread. and the power, and the glory,
And forgive us our trespasses, for ever and ever. Amen.
as we forgive those

364 THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians are invited to come forward for Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.
You may receive both the bread and wine, or only the bread or only the wine.
Receiving Communion in one or both forms is sufficient sacramentally.
If you prefer neither bread nor wine, you also are invited to come forward and to simply
cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the minister to provide you with a holy blessing of the Lord.

During Holy Communion, if you are unable to receive communion at the altar rail, please notify
an usher so that communion can be brought to you.



COMMUNION HYMN #645  (In the Blue Hymnal) The King of love my shepherd is

A # .
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1 The King of love my shep -herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran-somed
# 3  Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in
*= 4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no ill with thee, dear
5 Thou spread’st a ta - ble in my sight;  thy unc - tion
6 And SO through  all the length of days  thy good - ness
fH !—-EF"-'I | | \
e =] =
Y
1 fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
2 soul he lead - eth, and where  the ver - dant
3 love he sought me, and on his shoul - der
4 Lord, be - side me; thy rod and stafl my
5 grace be - stow - eth; and oh, what trans - port
6 fail - eth nev - er: Good Shep - herd, may I
fH ‘
A | | | |
’\? — o o “ o z 7
1 1 am his, and he is mine for ev - er.
2 pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal feed - eth.
3 gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me,
4 com - fort still,  thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 of de - light from thy pure chal - ice flow - eth!
6 sing thy praise with - in thy  house for ev - er.

366 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

The Celebrant blesses the people

Just as God’s Word was sent into the world to heal and redeem, so God sends you into the world
this day to be light and love, healing and hope. Go now to be light for the world! And may the
grace and peace of God the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer come upon you this day and
remain with you always. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN #304  (In the Blue Hymnal) I come with joy to meet my Lord
I come with joy to meet my Lord,

forgiven, loved, and free, And thus with joy we meet our Lord.

in awe and wonder to recall His presence, always near,

his life laid down for me. is in such friendship better known:

we see, and praise him here.
I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed, Together met, together bound,
the new community of love we’ll go our different ways,
in Christ’s communion bread. and as his people in the world,

we’ll live and speak his praise.
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.

That love that made us makes us one,
and strangers now are friends.

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne in C Major - Dietrich Buxtehude

The flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God
by the Keyser family

in loving memory of Carol Hinkle.
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WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

Lector: Kristi Allred
Intercessor: Melissa Helms
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Karl Bolstad, Tommy Black
Ushers: Joe Wallace, Sims Riggan
Greeter: Sandra Husted
Acolytes: Ward Inabinett, Kate Inabinett, Fisher Welborn

WELCOME GUESTS AND NEWCOMERS!

We are delighted to have you worship with us today, and we would welcome the opportunity
to get acquainted. Please sign the Guest Book in the narthex and join us immediately
following the service in the Parish Hall (in the building next door) for refreshments and
conversation. Today our hosts are Nancy Mack, Sara-Beth Testerman, Summer Cook, and
Susan Terrell.

Infants and young children are always welcome to worship with their families in the
sanctuary.
The restrooms are located in the rear hallway, and diaper-changing stations are provided
in both rooms.
During Holy Communion, if you are unable to receive communion at the altar rail,
please notify an usher so that communion can be brought to you.

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
419 S. Main Street
Lexington, North Carolina 27292-3234
phone: 336-249-7211

email: gracechurch@gracelexingtonnc.org

www.gracelexingtonnc.org

The Reverend Edward T. Kelaher, Rector
Bill Herndon, Organist and Choir Director
Joan Clodfelter, Minister of Music Emerita

Kathy Johnson, Christian Education Director
Maureen Tincher, Parish Administrator
John Taylor, Facilities Manager

The Vestry Person of the Month for April is Mary Matthews.

Permission to print, podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE # A-709853. All Rights Reserved.
Permission to print the Gloria and Sanctus granted by Bill Herndon. Copyright ©2024 Bill Herndon.

The offertory anthem, Christ, whose glory fills the skies, used with permission by St. James Press, License No. 4150.
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